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WILL CAPE OFFER ‘GOOD HOPE’ OR ‘STORMS’ TO SAILORS IN EPIC RACE?
Top International Sailors Race To Cape Town For Christmas On First Leg Of Epic Round The World Event.
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE — The ultimate race around the world, the Volvo Ocean Race, arrives in Cape Town at the start of next month. Seven super-fast yachts will leave Vigo in Spain on Saturday the 12th November and begin the arduous, 7, 365 mile journey to Table Bay. Residents and holidaymakers alike can expect to be treated to an exhilarating finish with Table Mountain creating unpredictable ‘wind shadows’ and sloops overtaking each other right up to the last. Once rested, the teams will compete in an ‘in-port’ race around the harbour and celebrate the New Year South African-style, before leaving for Australasia on the 2nd January.
Conceived by hardened sailors over several pints of beer more than 30 years ago, the Volvo Ocean Race takes place every four years and is sailing’s most prestigious and gruelling event. The fleet will sail nine legs and nearly 27, 000 miles before reaching the finish line in Gothenburg, Sweden. The epic, nine-month race is often called the toughest challenge in sport; no other competition asks so much of both participants and equipment, and no other event puts so many competitors at such risk, for so long, so far from help. The teams can expect to face three-story high swells, iceberg-strewn seas and ship-swallowing squalls between their stop-overs in South Africa, Australasia, South America, the US and Europe.

While the changeable weather conditions and new class of bigger boats makes it difficult to predict exactly when the fleet will arrive, it is anticipated to be slightly ahead of the annual Gauteng migration and to coincide with the official opening of the Race Village on the 2nd December. Located at the V&A Waterfront, the village will be open until the 2nd January. As well as watching all the activity on the boats berthed alongside, there will be plenty of entertainment for visitors to enjoy, including a public forum with crew and team members ready to answer questions.
Although the fleet has already completed its first in-port race, the real examination of personnel and equipment starts when they reach open water this weekend. “This is the shakedown,” clarifies Richard Mason, trimmer and helmsman for the current leaders, Ericsson Racing Team. “You try to prepare, but it is now that you find out what is working. It’s a long leg with a variety of weather conditions, and a mixture of low and high winds. This gives us the perfect opportunity to discover the boat’s strengths.”

As the official mobile partner of the Volvo Ocean Race, Ericsson is also providing the technology to allow everyone to get involved in the race. Through a mobile device or on the internet people will be able to track the race 24 hours a day, seven days a week, and experience what the crews are going through. Anyone can join the race via their mobile phone by simply SMSing “JOIN” to 0046 737 49 49 49 or visiting the team’s website at www.ericssonracingteam.com
Notes to Editors
Ericsson Racing Team, headed by Ericsson, the world’s leading telecommunications supplier is supported by Sony, Sony Ericsson and by Semcon as design and development partner. For updates and pictures on the Ericsson Racing Team’s participation in the Volvo Ocean Race, please visit www.ericssonracingteam.com. You can register as media to download high resolution images for editorial use. High resolution video footage is available on request. To join the race via your mobile phone, send SMS “JOIN” to +46 737 49 49 49.
Active worldwide since 1876, Ericsson is shaping the future of Mobile and Broadband Internet communications through its continuous technology leadership. Providing innovative solutions in more than 140 countries, Ericsson is helping to create the most powerful communication companies in the world. Headquartered in Stockholm, Sweden, Ericsson is the world’s largest telecom services company and supplier of mobile networks with some 40 percent of all mobile calls being made through its systems. Read more at http://www.ericsson.com/press
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